
by TARA WENDELL

In a summer that’s been anything 
but normal, more than 300 Westlake 
gardeners continued a beloved tra-

dition. Across the city, in window boxes 
and large yards, planters along Hilliard 
Boulevard and fence gardens at Ever-
green Cemetery, Westlake was awash in 
color for the 18th straight year as part 
of the Westlake in Bloom competition. 
The participants were recognized at a 
masked, socially distanced ceremony 
in the Westlake Recreation Center gym 
on Aug. 13.

“We really appreciate the fact that 
you continued to participate in West-
lake in Bloom, one of the nice things 
that didn’t change a whole lot this year,” 
Mayor Dennis Clough told the crowd. 
“We can always still be out in our yard, 
we can always make it a little more 
attractive and we can beautify the city 

as we’re doing that.”
Competition was fierce with 97 

entries residential and business entries 
(up from 78 the year before), with sev-
eral gardeners taking home more than 
one award. 
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Pandemic causes schools to 
write, rewrite opening plans

by JANICE PATTERSON

It was a sweltering day on Aug. 18, 1920, 
when the Tennessee House of Represen-
tatives met to consider whether or not 

to ratify the proposed 19th Amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution, written to ensure that 
the right to vote could not be denied based 
on sex. The Tennessee Senate had already 
voted to ratify.

Proponents and supporters of the 
amendment had been buzzing around 
the legislators like swarms of bees, as were 
reporters from across the nation. The two 
Ohioans running for president that year, Gov-
ernor James Cox and U.S. Senator Warren 
Harding, were watching closely and won-
dering how Tennessee’s actions would affect 
their election prospects.

The House vote resulted in a tie. Then, 
Representative Harry T. Burn changed his 
vote to “yes” and Tennessee became the 

pivotal 36th state to approve the federal 
amendment. After the necessary certifica-
tions at the state and federal levels, the 19th 
Amendment was officially proclaimed as 
the law of the land on Aug. 26, 1920. 

A capsule review of the effects of the 
19th Amendment and its key players in 
Northeast Ohio has just been released by 
the Cleveland History Center at the West-
ern Reserve Historical Society and TELOS 
Productions. Readers are encouraged to 
view this documentary on home com-
puters and smartphones, or to see it on a 
large screen in person at the Center. The 
15-minute film, “Failure is Impossible,” is 
available on YouTube at bit.ly/2PRnHer.

The film accompanies a new per-
manent exhibit at the Cleveland History 
Center, Women and Politics, that will 
open as a new virtual experience in the 
coming weeks.

The 19th Amendment: 
Proof that one vote counts

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

by DIANA PI

On July 30, the Cuyahoga 
County Board of Health 
(CCBH) made their 

recommendations on school 
reopening. Schools should oper-
ate remotely (virtual classes) and 
suspend all sports and extracur-
ricular activities. CCBH’s health 
jurisdiction does not include the 
city of Cleveland.  

In the ensuing weeks, most 
county school districts (24 out 
of 26) – including Westlake and 
Bay Village – announced that 
they will start the fall semes-
ter remotely. Two exceptions:  
Brecksville-Broadview Heights 
City School District plans on a 
hybrid model (2 days in-person 
alternating with 3 days online 
learning); Independence Local 
Schools offer parents and students the 
options of in-person or all-remote learning.

After receiving hundreds of emails 
and phone calls from the school commu-
nity, Cuyahoga County’s health commis-
sioner, Terry Allan, issued a letter on Aug. 5 
to further explain their recommendation.

Allan said that Cuyahoga County 
had experienced a sharp increase in new 
COVID-19 cases between mid-June and 
mid-July. The week his letter was written, 
Cuyahoga County had the highest hospi-
talization number in the state. 

Empty swings at Westlake Elementary School.

 See SCHOOLS page 6

 See VOTE page 6

by TARA WENDELL

Bay Village elected officials joined 
with building and development 
company leaders on Aug. 6 for 

a ceremonial groundbreaking at the 
site of Bay Creek townhouses, on Wolf 
Road between Cahoon Creek and the 
Bay Village Square plaza. 

Bay Creek is the first cluster hous-
ing development to be built in the city 
since Cahoon Ledges in 2007. The proj-
ect was developed by Liberty Develop-
ment and is being constructed by Bay-

owned Oster Services.
“Back in 2011, City Council 

rezoned this property with an eye 
toward creating development in the 
village center and in 2017 we formal-
ized that thought by completing a 
citywide master plan,” Mayor Paul 
Koomar said at the ceremony. “Part of 
this was to try and revitalize the village 
center, keep the character of Bay that 
we all want and love, but we also know 
we need to make continued reinvest-
ment in our community. We’re really 
excited to see this project come in.” 

New housing option coming to Bay

Pictured, from left: Sean Nugent, partner/general manager, Oster Services; 
Dwight Clark, Bay Village City Council president; Jess Oster, owner, Oster 
Services; Mayor Paul Koomar; and Tom Kuluris, president and CEO, Liberty 
Development.
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Westlake in Bloom winners 
announced

Lan Le To displays the Lu Walter 
Best in Bloom award

 See BLOOM page 5
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620 Dover Center Rd.
Bay Village

Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

NOW OPEN !
Call for an 
appointment:
440-871-0899
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by JENNIFER HARTZELL

This school year is like none 
other and there truly are no 
good answers. Every parent 

of a school-aged child is completely 
stressed for a million different rea-
sons. I have been thinking about 
some hands-on activities to do to 
supplement the virtual learning that 
kids will be doing on the screen.

I realize so many parents are both 
working and struggling to ensure their 
child doesn’t fall behind, so these are 
simple, family friendly activities that 
can be done anytime, and they will 
promote interest and learning in the 
environment and sciences.

First, I think a great thing to do 
(also happens to be the most simple), 
is to talk to your kids about how their 
actions impact the earth. For exam-
ple, you can talk during a meal about 
avoiding single-use plastics, and how 
the lake and the oceans have so much 
plastic in them, and how they can 
make a difference by making smart 
choices.

Another topic can be about how 
picking up litter in your neighbor-
hood is protecting Lake Erie because 
that litter will not then make it into 
the sewer system and out into the 
lake. Other ideas could be conserving 
electricity and water, climate change, 
and fossil fuel emissions (depending 
on the age of your kids).

A great family activity to do this 
fall is to start a compost bin at your 
house. This is actually quite easy, 
and you will notice a decrease in the 
amount of trash your family is gener-
ating. A few years ago I purchased a 
repurposed food barrel, turned into 
a compost barrel. The compost cyl-
inder (barrel) that I have is open on 
the bottom to the ground, allowing 
worms to crawl into your waste and 
compost. Additionally, the top, which 
is removable, has holes in it to allow 
air and rainwater in, which are both 
important for composting.

There are many different con-
tainers available for composting, 
including ones you can turn, and 
other types. It’s a good idea to check a 
few kinds out to see what would work 
best for your lifestyle.

What is compostable? Raw fruit 
and vegetable waste (but not citrus; 
citrus kills bacteria, you want to grow 
bacteria), eggshells, coffee grounds, 
black and white newsprint, fireplace 
ashes, dryer lint, and yard waste 
(leaves, sticks, etc.). When adding 
these materials, the smaller they are, 
the quicker they will break down, so 
crumble your eggshells and chop up 
vegetable/fruit scraps as much as 
possible.  

What shouldn’t you put in 
there? Do not put any meat, bread 
or dairy products, or cooked food 
in your compost. If you follow these 
simple guidelines, animals will not be 
attracted to your compost.  

Why is this a great family activity? 
With my kids home all of the time, 
food is constantly being prepared, 
cooked and eaten. Kids buy right into 
composting and enjoy participating. 
My kids do not mind collecting their 
fruit peels or rinds, eggshells, etc. and 
walking out to the compost to add it. 
And believe me, we are adding a lot 
more than ever before!

Another idea for supplement-
ing online education is to take walks 
around your block and count birds. 
You can take it a step further and 
download a bird-watching app to 
identify the birds. You can play the 
birds’ songs on the app and as a 
family, you can start to identify birds 
by their sight and their song. Birding 
is a wonderful pastime and if your kids 
are into it, you are introducing them 
to a hobby that may last a lifetime. As 
a bonus, if they love birds, they will in 
turn want to protect the earth because 
those two things go hand in hand.

Two apps worth checking out 
for searching for birds by different 
features are the Cornell Lab’s Merlin 
Bird app (free) and iBird Pro Guide 
to Birds (paid). Larkwire is free with 
in-app purchases that turns learning 
bird songs into a game, which kids 
will love. There are two versions of 
this app, one for water birds and one 
for land birds. 

If birds are not your family’s 
thing, you can do something simi-
lar with trees. Tree identification is 
another great family activity that pro-
motes interest in the outdoors and 
conservation. There is an app called 
Leafsnap that identifies trees if you 
take a photo of a leaf. Tree identifica-
tion is knowledge that is fun to have! 
Also, this type of knowledge may 
spark an interest in botany for your 
child as they move through their edu-
cational career. During breaks in their 
e-learning day, you can send them 
out into your neighborhood to gather 
different leaves and you can identify 
them as a family using the app.

As this school year begins, we are 
entering uncharted territory. Making 
learning fun at home and introducing 
your children to new concepts and 
ideas that may not correlate with 
their courses will provide invaluable 
supplemental education that they 
may carry with them throughout 
their lives, and simultaneously spark 
an interest in conservation! The earth 
needs all the young people it can get 
to take a major interest in saving it. 

THE GREEN REPORT

Supplementing your 
children’s e-learning

You Too Can Help
The Observer offers you a UNIQUE opportunity to reach 
customers on a POSITIVE level as an advertising partner. 

Call us today for great rates at 440-409-0114 or email 
staff@wbvobserver.com. 

Thank You 
to all of our advertisers who keep us humming along! 

The Observer is offered free to the community thanks to the 
civic-minded businesses and organizations that support the 

project through advertising. 
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Third in a series of articles that aims 
to inspire readers to take the risk to try 
something new, see the positive in life, and 
recognize that everyday people can make a 
difference by following their passions.

by DIANE REHOR

The Bay Village Green Team is a 
100% volunteer-operated non-
profit organization founded 

in 2007. Its vision is for Bay Village to 
become a model sustainable commu-
nity. This means “passing on the world 
in as good as or better condition as was 
handed on to us,” says Patrick McGan-
non, president of the Green Team.

“I was always geared toward the 
natural world,” he says. “Growing up in 
Bay, you could find me outside playing in 
the woods and biking the neighborhood 
with friends.”

Patrick started out as a pre-med 
student at John Carroll University, but 
changed plans during the last semester 
of college. Instead, he added courses that 
focused on the environment and gradu-
ated with a degree in biology. 

“I fell into my information technol-
ogy (IT) career by accident. My neighbor 
was the president of a local IT company 
and a friend of mine wanted me to ask 
him about an internship. I did and he 
said, ‘Sure, we’ll do that, and would you 
like one too?’” recalls Patrick. The follow-
ing year, he accepted that offer. He was 
fortunate to learn the profession on-the-
job during the Y2K era. “While it never 
was my long-term plan, 20 years later, 
it has worked out well”, says Patrick.

The Bay Village Green Team 
was originally formed as an advisory 
committee to former Mayor Debbie 
Sutherland in the early 2000s. When 
the mayor asked for volunteers with 
experience in sustainability issues, 
Patrick applied with his biology back-
ground and was accepted.

Later, however, Patrick contin-
ues, “The city said we could no longer 
be under the city’s funding. We had 
to decide whether to keep the Green 
Team going. I said, ‘Let’s do this!’” 
Patrick ended up spearheading the 
Green Team as it navigated through 
the non-profit process.

Once a non-profit, the Green 
Team applied for grants for projects 
such as getting water bottle-filling 
stations in Bay Village city parks and 
buildings and coordinating monthly 
waterway cleanups.

Patrick’s proudest accom-
plishment was the 2014 joint effort 
between the Village Bicycle Coop-
erative, the Bay Skate and Bike Park 
Foundation and the Bay Village Green 
Team to revise local bike laws. “If I’m 
going to try to change something, I’m 
going to bring a solution, not just a 
problem,” says Patrick.

“Two years prior to updating the 
code, we donated 76 ‘Share the Road’ 
signs to the city,” says Patrick. As a 
result, there was a need to revise the 
local code to ensure it focused on 
safety and complied with state laws. 
Patrick presented the fully written 
code to City Council. After several 
additional presentations to council, 
the revised code was approved.

“What I really like most about vol-
unteering is you meet a lot of really good 
people – selfless people”, says Patrick. 
“For example, Jennifer Smillie came to a 
Green Team meeting in 2011 to present 
her idea of starting the Village Bicycle 
Cooperative. We worked together to 
bring her idea to reality. Now she’s one 
of my best friends and I never would have 
known her had we not volunteered!

“I like to draw people in to help make 
our water, soil and air more sustainable. 
You don’t have to make major commit-
ments to be a volunteer; you can simply 
volunteer whatever time you have,” he 
adds. “My motto: ’Leave no trace.’”

To learn more about the Bay Village 
Green Team, follow its Facebook page or 
go to its website at bayvillagegreenteam.
org. 

20-0452

Full Tuition 
Assistance

If you or your family has experienced financial hardship  
as a result of COVID-19, Tri-C® can help with full tuition  
assistance. Whether you are looking to get started or your  
four-year plans have changed, check out our programs and  
resources. Register now for summer and fall classes.

tri-c.edu/startnow
216-987-6000

Available to residents of Cuyahoga County.
Possible through federal grants and the  

generous support of donors to the Tri-C Foundation

Online Learning Program at Tri-C 
ranked among nation’s best

BAYarts honors the Purdys
by NANCY HEATON

BAYarts’ Moondance at Home ben-
efit will honor longtime support-
ers, Westlake residents Linda and 

Tom Purdy. The Purdys and their extended 
family has a rich legacy of service – gen-
eration after generation volunteering and 
donating their collective creative spirit to 
the fabric of the organization.

The Purdy family has been part of the 
organization since its inception in 1948. 
Ruth Purdy, married to Tom’s brother, 
George, was one of the first teachers when it 
was Baycrafters. She also taught for years at 
Bay Schools and when she retired, she had 
planned to return to teaching at BAYarts. 
Sadly, she passed away before that became 
a reality so her friends, family and students 
founded the Ruth Purdy Garden on BAYarts 
campus (adjacent to Vento in front of the 
caboose). Ruth’s mother, Marion Hosler, 

was one of the original founders of Bay-
crafters.

Linda, a longtime volunteer, has lov-
ingly tended to Ruth’s garden ever since 
and continues to garden twice a week 
with BAYarts’ volunteer garden crew. Tom 
loves building wooden boats. He donated a 
carved, 18-foot kayak and a 4-foot wooden 
rowboat to Moondance auctions. He has 
also donated to the Leukemia and Lym-
phoma Society for their auction. Repair 
work in some areas of BAYarts is also one 
of Tom’s specialties; a master woodworker, 
he has renovated BAYarts’ beautiful park 
benches around the campus.

Linda and Tom celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary in 2019; they were 
high school sweethearts from Rocky 
River High (notably, their daughter also 
married her high school sweetheart from 
Rocky River High). Busy with children 
and grandchildren, they had less time 

for volunteering, but then 
about 15 years ago, Linda 
was driving by Baycrafters, 
which at the time was tran-
sitioning to the new BAYarts. 
She stopped by and asked 
if they needed her truck to 
help clearing out things and 
thus began a long and pro-
ductive relationship.

“Linda’s laugh and 
humor has brought us all 
so much joy,” says fellow 
BAYarts garden volunteer 
Andrea Richards. “We love 
the Purdys, so much a part 
of our BAYarts family.”   

BAYarts board presi-
dent Mary Conway Sullivan 
agrees: “The Purdy family, 
including children, grandchildren, cous-
ins and friends have been an integral part 
of the success of this organization. Their 
contributions are too many to name.”

If you haven’t seen the campus lately, 

its a wonderful place to social distance 
while enjoying the gardens; thanks to the 
Purdys, it’s pretty magical. Moondance at 
Home is Sept. 12; for info and tickets, visit 
bayarts.net. 

Linda and Tom Purdy will be BAYarts 
Moondance honorees on Sept. 12.

Patrick McGannon, president of the Bay Village Green Team
MAKING A DIFFERENCE

Patrick McGannon, president of the  
Bay Village Green Team.
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by DAVE PFISTER

Congratulations to our 
Westlake Historical Society 
President, Lysa Stanton, on 

receiving the Individual Achieve-
ment Award given by the Ohio 
Local History Alliance.

Each year, the Ohio History 
Alliance presents awards honoring 
outstanding work in local history 
in our state. Individual Achieve-

ment Awards recognize those who 
have made outstanding contribu-
tions to Ohio’s historical societies, 
history museums, or the under-
standing and appreciation of state 
and local history.

Lysa’s nomination was 
accompanied by letters of recom-
mendation for the award, as well 
as support material such as news 
clippings, activity information, 
lesson plans, publicity and photos.

As stated by Mayor Dennis 
Clough in his Letter of Recom-
mendation, “I am pleased to write 
this brief letter as a strong recom-
mendation for Lysa Stanton and 
her nomination for this OLHA 
Individual Award to recognize 
her many volunteer hours along 
with her vision and motivation in 
promoting Westlake’s History to its 
citizens and visitors.”

Thank you to those who led 
Lysa’s nomination and provided a 
very clear picture of her many con-
tributions to local history in our 
area. She is dedicated to preserving 
our local history, as well as oversee-
ing the Clague House museum. 

by JEFF BING

With all the hoopla surrounding the (sud-
denly) inconceivable manner which 
this country has blatantly – and I might 

add, without my approval – named some of their 
professional sports franchises, I say… 

Bravo. 
It’s high time we saw all of the lowlifes and ne’er 

do-gooders for what they are: instigators of evil, and 
it all starts with the name of your local pro sports 
franchise. Yes, it took some time (I never go quietly) 
but I, too, now see the error in my ways in rooting for 
a team called the (cover your ears, children) Indians. 

I have recently taken a “vow of clean conscience” 
and I feel all the better having done so. And, my broth-
ers and sisters, in doing so, I now see how we have 
erred ever so deeply in many of the names of sports 
teams that (dis)grace the uniforms of many of our 
sports teams in our fair country. 

The following is a list of the most blatant offend-
ers, followed by what I find wrong with the team 
name. I hope you’re as aghast as I: 

Giants: Seriously? You realize that by celebrating 
big people, you’re implicitly diminishing the attri-
butes of those not quite so, um, giant. Frankly, it’s 
pretty rude and I think someone who only sees things 

“big picture” needs a timeout. Go to your room and 
think about what you’ve done. 

Bills: Honestly, did you have to go and poke fun 
at those who might be having a little trouble making 
ends meet? Good grief, why didn’t you just name the 
team the Payday Loans and call it a day?

Twins: So, let me see if I understand this. In a 
country that boasts how everyone is unique, you go 
and call out those who grow up living with a carbon 
copy of themselves? For shame, for shame. You need 
to write a letter of apology to those you’ve offended 
… in duplicate! 

Red Sox, White Sox: A word to the wise, bub: 
before you just start running around willy-nilly 
naming your sports teams, invest in spell-check, 
okay? Sure, “Sox” is cute and all, but the fact remains 
it’s spelled S-O-C-K-S, Mr. Webster. And while we’re 
at it, Red Sox conjures up connotations of the Cold 
War and communism. You should be ashamed of 
yourself, comrade.

Wild: This is how spectators are urged to become, 
presumably right after visiting their favorite Brewers, 
right? Can’t we just tone it down a little?

Predators: Hopefully it’s not even necessary to 
explain what’s wrong with this nickname. Under-
standably the favorite of perverts everywhere, it kind 
of makes one wonder if it was just your imagination, 
or if you really saw something up the road a bit (but 
not within 500 feet of an elementary school). Cue 
Jethro Tull’s “Aqualung.”

Hopefully, you’ve found this article both enlight-
ening and disturbing – enough so that you’ll think 
twice about supporting teams that have the audacity 
to insult your – no, make that our – intelligence so 
callously. Damn those Indians!

And hopefully, you also know when someone’s 
pulling your leg. 

No way to tame 
‘blame the 
name’ game

SPORTING VIEWS

Tip to  
Reduce 
Consider what will 
happen to an item 
once you’re done  
with it. Reduce  
waste by avoiding 
single-use items like 
straws, plastic cups 
and utensils.

PAPER 
& BOXES 
Flatten 
Cardboard.

PLASTIC 
BOTTLES  
& JUGS
Empty and Rinse.
Replace Cap.

CANS 
Empty and Rinse.

CARTONS 
Empty and Rinse.
Replace Cap.

GLASS 
BOTTLES 
& JARS
Empty and Rinse.

Recycle 
Better,  
Recycle 
Right 
in Cuyahoga County,
include only these items:

by KARLA MUSSULIN

While social distancing outdoors, the board 
of the Bay Village Garden Club gathered 
to welcome our two new co-presidents, 

Holly Colleran and Eileen Ernst. Both Holly and 
Eileen are Master Gardeners and are active in vari-
ous community activities. Little did they know what 
the future held when they agreed to become co-
presidents back in March. Due to the virus many of 

our activities programs and field trips have been 
postponed until future notice.

In the interest of the safety and health of our 
volunteers and participants, the board has made 

the difficult decision to cancel our Holiday Greening 
Workshop for 2020. We do not want to potentially 
expose anyone to the virus and since it is not pos-
sible, due to space, to socially distance during the 
workshops it is necessary to cancel the 38th annual 
Greening. We thank all those who have supported 
our only fundraiser in the past and we look forward 
to seeing you in 2021.

Stay healthy and keep gardening! 

Bay Village Garden Club News

Westlake Historical Society president 
honored with achievement award

Dare to be the LIGHT!
Livestream service, Sunday, 11:00 a.m.

A positi ve path for spiritual living

             Inclusive Spiritual Community. Affi  rmati ve Prayer. 
                        Livestream Meditati on and Classes. 
                 23855 Detroit Ave., Westlake, OH, 440-835-0400
                               www.unityspiritualcenter.com
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This year’s Best in Bloom win-
ners, Lan Le To and her husband, 
Binh V. To, were no exception, 
placing among the top three fin-
ishers in three separate categories, 
in addition to winning the overall 
grand prize.

The couple, perennial con-
tenders in the annual competition, 
were given the night’s top award, 
named in honor of the late Lu 
Walter, for the first time in the 10 
years they have participated.

Lan brought her garden helper, 
3-year-old grandson Logan De Jesus, 
to the makeshift stage as she col-
lected one of her four plaques from 
Mayor Dennis Clough. Lan gardens 
while she babysits Logan, though he 
doesn’t yet have his grandmother’s 

green thumb. “He breaks every-
thing,” she said with a laugh.

The 12 volunteer judges eval-
uated each of the 97 garden/land-
scape entries as well as the 200 
Hilliard Boulevard planting boxes 
and nearly 50 memorial gardens 
along the Evergreen Cemetery 
fence. First-place winners in each 
category were awarded a plaque 
and $25 gift certificate to one of 
Westlake’s three nurseries.

“Westlake in Bloom is our 
chance to say thank you to all 
of the residents and businesses 
that help beautify our city,” said 
Jim Bedell, Westlake planning 
director and the event’s emcee. 
“Through your efforts Westlake is 
well known and appreciated for 
its beautiful gardens, landscaped 
properties and attractive busi-
nesses and institutions.”

2020 
WESTLAKE IN BLOOM 
WINNERS
Evergreen Cemetery Fence Gardens
First Place: The Ray Clancy Family
Second Place: The Eberling Family
Third Place: Shannon Maura Kilbane, 
Raymond and Lillian Feador

Hilliard Boulevard Flower Box
First Place: The Moran Family
Second Place: King James Homeowners 
Association
Third Place: Dover Congregational 
Church

Community Garden
First Place: Mitch Ma
Second Place: Lee Ding
Third Place: Jennifer Luginbill

Apartment, Condominium or Subdivision 
Entrance
First Place: Westown Gardens Apartment
Second Place: Remington
Third Place: Bay Landing Condominiums

Nursing Home/Assisted/Independent 
Living Facility
First Place: Rae-Ann Suburban Nursing 
and Rehabilitation

Second Place: The Belvedere of Westlake
Third Place: Rae-Ann Westlake Skilled 
Nursing and Rehabilitation

Business
First Place: Applied Companies LLC
Second Place: Moosehead Saloon
Third Place: Kleinhenz Jewelers

Place of Worship/Institutional/Quasi-
Public/Public Place
First Place: Westlake United Methodist 
Church
Second Place: Westlake Historical Society 
Herb Garden
Third Place: St. Ladislas Catholic Church

Patio and Abutting Garden – Single Family
First Place: Binh V. To and Lan Le To
Second Place: Grace Flanagan
Third Place: Marian Ext and Dr. Roger 
Mansnerus

Patio and Abutting Garden –                           
Multi-Family/Cluster Home
First Place: Helen J. Szarka
Second Place: Evelyn J. Davis
Third Place: Sharon L. Huelsman

Vegetable Garden
First Place: Lonna Nimylowycz
Second Place: Binh V. To and Lan Le To
Third Place: Steven Genther and 
Elizabeth Nici

Shade Garden
First Place: Robert McCormick and Rich-
ard Lindsley
Second Place: James and Jean Moran
Third Place: Patty Hays

Window Boxes
First Place: Beverly Wilkinson
Second Place: Lizabeth K. Emrick
Third Place: Dolly and Dick Hartman

Residential Landscaping – Front Yard
First Place: Neal and Diana Novak
Second Place: Lynette Hendrix and Steve 
Foster
Third Place: Mary Beth and Jack Bedell

Residential Landscaping – Rear Yard
First Place: Nancy Schill
Second Place: Binh V. To and Lan Le To
Third Place: Dolly and Dick Hartman

Residential Landscaping – Entire Yard, 
Small
First Place: James and Jean Moran
Second Place: Sally and Jay Magee
Third Place: K.V. and Alayne Gopal-
akrishna

Residential Landscaping – Entire Yard, 
Large
First Place: Lou and Jean Povinelli
Second Place: Marian Ext and Dr. Roger 
Mansnerus
Third Place: Vicki Wert

Lu Walter “Best in Bloom” Award
Binh V. To and Lan Le To

Helping Westlake and Helping Westlake and 
Bay Village purchase Bay Village purchase 
and refinance homes and refinance homes 

for over 20 years.for over 20 years.

Contact Chris Hartzell
Chartzell@unioncapmtgs.com

216-288-3215

BLOOM from front page    

by TARA WENDELL

Mayor Dennis Clough on July 
21 vetoed six of 10 ordi-
nances relating to charter 

amendments adopted by Westlake 
City Council at their July 16 meeting. 
The actions followed a report submit-
ted on Jan. 24 by the 2019-2020 Char-
ter Review Committee. The commit-
tee, a group of nine volunteers – three 
appointed by Mayor Clough and one 
each appointed by the six ward Coun-
cil members – met 12 times over 11 
months to review Westlake’s charter, 
as well as the charters of similar cities. 
They also interviewed Westlake elected 
officials and all department heads.

The committee proposed 15 
amendments to the city’s charter 
in their report, and encouraged City 
Council to present the amendments to 
Westlake voters in November. 

According to the codified ordi-
nances, the matter will return to 
Council, where they may override the 
mayor’s vetoes by a two-thirds vote. The 
mayor must state his objections for the 
official record. 

City Council, in recess during the 
month of August, scheduled a special 
meeting for Aug. 19. Mayor Clough 
will be away on a previously sched-
uled vacation that day, and has asked 
to present a statement of his objections 
at the next regular Council meeting on 
Sept. 3. 

On Aug. 14, Mayor Clough sent 
that statement in a press release to 
members of the local media. The 
full text is available by accessing this 
article at wbvobserver.com. Readers 
can also find there the Charter Review 
Committee report and a link to July 16 
City Council agenda with the adopted 
ordinances. 

Mayor Clough vetoes 6 
Westlake ordinances

A tranquil water feature highlights the beautiful landscaping at the Sleepy Hollow Drive 
home of Binh V. and Lan Le To.
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By August 1920, suffragists had 
advocated for the right to vote for 
women for more than 70 years and 
were eager to put major effort into 
preparing women to vote in the 1920 
Presidential election. According to the 
Wikipedia entry for the 1920 United 
States Presidential Election, “The total 
vote for 1920 was roughly 26,750,000, an 
increase of eight million from 1916. The 
Democratic vote was almost exactly the 
same as [that party’s] vote in 1916, but 
the Republican vote nearly doubled, as 
did the ‘other’ vote.”

While this great increase in the total 
number of votes is mainly attributable 

to the passage of the 19th Amendment, 
it must be noted that many women – 
Native Americans, women in the U.S. 
territories, and immigrant Asian-Amer-
icans – were not eligible to vote until 
federal legislation was passed in the 
1950s and 1960s. Many Black women, 
while technically eligible in 1920, had 
barriers such as poll taxes and literacy 
tests blocking their way.

An exhibit displaying significant 
times in the history of women’s suf-
frage is now on display at Westlake 
Porter Public Library, in observance of 
the 100th anniversary of the League of 
Women Voters (LWV). The Westlake-
North Olmsted Chapter of the LWV of 
Greater Cleveland was organized in the 
mid-1950s. 

Meanwhile, hospitalization and 
intensive care bed use continues to rise. In 
the 2019-2020 season, Cuyahoga County 
had less than 50 flu-related deaths; since 
March, COVID-19 has taken 523 lives 
(figure updated as of Aug. 14).

To re-open schools safely, Allan listed 
some (not all) parameters and concerns:

1. Positivity Rates – A sustained 
decline in COVID-19 testing positivity rates 
below 5%. 

2. New Case Reports – A sustained 
decline in new cases over a one-month 
period. 

3. State Public Health Advisory System 
– A risk rating of Orange/2 or below over 
multiple weeks, which must clearly indi-
cate sustained improvement in the metrics. 

4. COVID-19 testing capacity for chil-
dren – [The concern is] there is currently 
little to no testing available for those under 
the age of 18.

As of Aug. 13, Cuyahoga County is 
still in Red/3 zone – indicating very high 
exposure and spread. But moving from 
red to orange does not necessarily mean 
CCBH will lift their recommendation as 
risk rating is only one of the many factors 
they consider.

In his “Back to School Reopening 
Plan 2020,” Westlake superintendent, Dr. 
Scott Goggin, said Westlake grades PK-12 
will start all-remote learning on Sept. 8. 
But the school is prepared for all three 
models of learning – virtual, hybrid, or 
in-person daily – and can transition from 
one model to another when appropriate.

Consideration will be given to those 
in special education, gifted services, Eng-
lish learners, and Title 1.

Contrary to CCBH recommenda-
tion, sports will continue in some form. 
Mr. Tony Cipollone, Westlake athletic 
director, said non-contact sports like 
golf and tennis have begun as scheduled. 
Other sports such as football, soccer, 
cross-country and volleyball have begun 
strength and conditioning training; but 
competitions are delayed. Contact sports 
like football and soccer will follow a modi-
fied Ohio High School Athletic Association 
Phase One precaution.

The COVID-19 situation is highly 
fluid; there are still weeks before school 
reopening. But the national trend is 
moving toward remote learning. A 
recent survey by Burbio, which moni-
tors over 35,000 public school calendars, 
projected 52% of K-12 students will start 
the fall all-remotely, 19% in some hybrid 
model, 25% in-person daily, and 4% 
undecided. 

by RABBI MENDEL JACOBS

Despite the unique chal-
lenges posed by COVID-19, 
Camp Gan Israel – a divi-

sion of Chabad of the West Side – 
opened its doors with a special pro-
gram for local children to enjoy a 
fun-filled experience ingrained with 
traditional Jewish values.

In-person meetups for specialty 
shows took place twice weekly, with 
ample space between families and 
some shows being repeated a few 
times throughout the day in order 
to accommodate everyone safely. 
Supporting staff and boxed activities 
were also sent to children’s homes 
all across the West Side to allow for 
a full, enriching experience.

Volunteers at Chabad tirelessly 
packed dozens of individually prepared science experiments, food-art, and other 
creative activities for the campers.

Overall, by thinking out of the box, adding some teamwork and a healthy 
dose of optimism, the challenges of COVID-19 proved to be of little significance 
for Camp Gan Israel. 

Westside children enjoy 
Jewish COVID-safe camp

FAITH & SPIRITUALITY

Volunteers pack individually wrapped activities for delivery to campers of 
Camp Gan Israel.

Water activities at Camp Gan Israel, 
July 2020.

SCHOOLS              
from front page    

VOTE from front page    

by ELAINE WILLIS

Following is Westlake Porter Public 
Library’s mid-August calendar of events. 
All programs are subject to change. Please 
check westlakelibrary.org or follow the 
library on Facebook and Twitter (@West-
lakePorter) for the latest updates.

Wednesday, Aug. 19 (11-11:30 a.m.) 
Sing and Dance! (Zoom) – Join Miss 
Nancy on Zoom! Participants must pro-
vide an email address to receive Zoom 
instructions, which will be sent the day 
of the program.

Wednesday, Aug. 19 (7-8 p.m.) Mor-
alists in Disguise: Mark Twain Meets 
the Twilight Zone – What do Mark 
Twain and Rod Serling have in common? 

Join author and actor Mark Dawidziak for 
a fascinating online program to find out! 
Dawidziak is the author of “Everything I 
Need to Know I Learned in The Twilight 
Zone,” as well as five books about Mark 
Twain. This program will be hosted on 
Zoom. Registration is required to attend.

Thursdays, Aug. 20 and 27, and Tues-
day, August 25 (11-11:30 a.m.) Storytime 
Online – Join us on Facebook, Twitter or 
YouTube for a livestreamed storytime with 
one of our Youth Services staff.

Thursdays, Aug. 20 and 27 (3:30-4:30 
p.m.) WPPL Roblox Club – Love Roblox? 
We have a few private servers set up for 
Tweens in grades 4-6 to hang out with 
their friends and enjoy some of the most 
popular games. Please register separately 
for each session. Participants must pro-

vide an email address to receive Zoom 
instructions, which will be sent the day 
of the program.

Fridays, Aug., 21 and 28, and 
Monday, Aug. 31 (11-11:30 a.m.) Library 
at 11 (Online) – Join us on Facebook, 
Instagram or YouTube to see what family 
friendly video we have in store for you!

Friday, Aug. 21 (3-3:45 p.m.) Got 
Science? (Zoom) – Join us to make a 
solar oven! This is a fun project we will 
complete together on our Zoom meet-
ing. Got Science? kits will be available 
for pick up starting Aug. 14 in the Youth 
Services Department. You will need a kit 
to participate in the program. Partici-
pants must provide an email address to 
receive Zoom instructions, which will be 
sent the day of the program. Grades K-4.

Monday, Aug. 24 (7-8:30 p.m.) Maker 
Monday: Design 3D-Printable Objects 
with Tinkercad (Online) – Design 
3D-printable objects with Tinkercad’s 
website, and after they’re printed, you 
can pick them up at the library! (This 

also counts as a 3D printing orientation). 
Please register. Participants must pro-
vide an email address to receive Zoom 
instructions, which will be sent the day 
of the program.

Wednesday, Aug. 26 (All Day) Call-
ing Crafters Online: Paper LED Lan-
terns – In addition to internet access 
and a computer, tablet or phone to view 
the presentation, you will also need tacky 
glue. Other materials will be provided. 
On or after Aug. 26 you will receive an 
email with a link to presentation that you 
can watch anytime, anywhere, at your 
own pace and on your own time. Please 
wait for email before coming to pick up 
materials.

Wednesday, Aug. 26 (7-8 p.m.) Vir-
tual Trivia Night @Porter: Music and 
Fun Stuff Edition! – Join us for trivia 
night!  Play as a single player or as a family. 
Presented live via Zoom. To participate 
please register to get a Zoom invitation.

To register for any of the programs, 
visit westlakelibrary.org/events. 

Westlake Porter Public Library       
Upcoming events

Written by citizens, supported by community-minded advertisers.
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DIGGING DOVER

Tracing the history of 2404 Dover Center Road
by WILLIAM KRAUSE

Most of the century homes in 
Westlake are vernacular farm-
houses – meaning they were 

built with no architectural style or pre-
tensions. The house at 2404 Dover Center 
Road is different. It has elements of both 
the Queen Anne and Shingle styles. Queen 
Anne because of its turret and asymmetry 
and Shingle style because it is covered 
in shingles and the rest of its massing is 
simpler and more modern then a fussy 
Victorian home.

Its rusticated sandstone steps and 
foundation and thick Doric porch col-
umns also have an element of the Roman-
esque. It is one of the most handsome and 
well-preserved homes in Westlake.

The Cuyahoga County Archives 
remain closed so the exact date of con-
struction cannot be determined from the 
tax records at the archives. The County 
Auditor lists the date of construction as 
1913 which is plausible but seems late for 
this style of home.

The parcel of land that the home is 
constructed on is part of Original Lot 45. As 
early as 1864 and possibly earlier the Porter 
family owned this land on the west side of 
Dover Center Road, north of what is now 
known as Bassett Road to today’s Westlake 
Middle School. This is the same extended 
Porter family that includes Leonard Porter, 
the namesake of Porter Public Library.

Loretta C. Porter, the daughter of 
Laura L. Porter (nee Lilly) and Dan West 
Porter, married Jacob C. Miller and had two 
children, including Carrie who was born 
in 1866 and Dan T. Miller who was born 
about 1868. Online records indicate that 
Jacob Miller died by 1870, Loretta by 1884, 
apparently leaving Carrie and Dan T. Miller 
as orphans at 18 and about 16 years of age.

Carrie married Frank Sadler of Bay 
Village and when about 25 years of age 

Dan T. Miller married Ida B. Standon of 
Lorain County on Dec. 27, 1893. While 
her name is listed as Ida on her marriage 
record, on property deeds as early as 1894 
her name is listed as Addie. She and Dan T. 
sold off parcels of land along this stretch 
of Dover Center Road in 1894 and 1899, 
which is actually when 2404 Dover Center 
Road may have been built.

The 1900 U.S. Census has Dan T. and 
Addie living in Dover with a 4-year old 
daughter, “Audea” N. Miller; his occupa-
tion is listed as “farmer.” On a 1903 map, 
the owner of the property that 2404 Dover 
Center Road is constructed on is listed 
as “A.B. Miller.” “D.T. Miller” is listed as a 
Justice of the Peace in 1908.

The 1910 Census has he and Addie 
living in Dover with 14-year-old “Audra” 
Miller and 4-year old son John Miller. Dan’s 
occupation is listed as “attorney” in general 
practice. The Census-taker interviewed the 
property owners to the south of 2404 on 
1903 map before them and the property 
owners to the north of 2404 afterward, 
which pretty well confirms that they were 
living at 2404 Dover Center Road, most 
likely in the current home.

It appears that Dan probably did well 

as an attorney to most likely build and 
definitely own 2404 Dover Center Road. It 
is probable that he inherited property at 
his parents’ deaths which gave him a good 
start financially. How he transitioned from 
farmer to attorney between 1900 and 1910 
is not known. Later Census records indi-
cate that he attended five years of college.

Dan and Addie are both listed as 
52 years old in 1920, “Audia” as 24 and 
John as 13. The family prospered and a 
1924 West Palm Beach, Florida, directory 
has them occupying homes in both West 
Palm Beach and “Cleveland, Ohio.” The 
home in West Palm Beach is less than one 
mile from prominent Clevelander Henry 
Flagler and several blocks from the West 
Palm Beach courthouse. The 1930 Census 
has them all living on Dover Center Road 
in Westlake, not only 63-year-old Dan and 

Addie, but their adult children, 34-year-
old “Audra” and 24-year-old John T.

This is where things get interesting. 
In 1935, in the depths of the Depression, 
they lost the house at 2404 Dover Center 
Road in a sheriff’s sale to the First National 
Bank of Rocky River.

The 1940 Census has the 74-year-
old Addie living alone as a “widow” at the 
same address she shared with Dan in West 
Palm Beach in 1920. Dan T. is listed as a 
72-year-old “widowed” “boarder” living at 
11105 Detroit Road in Cleveland, where 
he has lived at least since 1935. He is 
working 52 weeks a year as an attorney. 
The head of the household at that time 
is 42-year-old Connie O’Donoghue who 
works as a legal secretary and her 22-year-
old son Paul O’Donoghue.

If walls could talk. 

The house at 2404 Dover Center Road was probably constructed around 
1900, but definitely no later than 1914. This was once the home of Dan T., 
Addie, Audra and John T. Miller who also had a home in fashionable West 
Palm Beach in the 1920s.
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by JULIA KRIEG, CLARA LANG and 
EMMA LINDWAY, rising freshmen at 
Bay High School

At the start, it was just a simple 
idea of making everyone feel 
welcome on their birthdays.  We 

didn’t really know if it was going to suc-
ceed or even become a club. We were 
not really planning on it being an actual 
club, but it ended up that way, created 
by the three of us.

In the summer of 2019, as we entered 
eighth grade at Bay Middle School, Mrs. 
Lang helped us form an idea for this club. 
We were all thinking about how decorat-
ing lockers are allowed in our school. It 
had its own pros and cons as many chil-
dren would get their lockers decorated 
every year, and others have never had 
their lockers decorated at all. We all very 
well understand why it is not allowed in 
other schools, but in our school, we did 
not want the privilege to be taken away, 
so we improved it.

One day, we got together out of 
the blue and decided to try and see if 
the subject would even work out. We 

were skeptical if our idea was going to 
be approved by our principal. We sent 
an email, basically stating: “Here is our 
baseline for the club. Every Friday [and 
Wednesday] we go around and stick a 
‘Happy Birthday’ sign on people’s lockers 
that have their birthdays in the follow-
ing week.” We thought this idea would 
at least recognize everyone’s birthday, 
besides the announcements.

Our principal absolutely loved the 
idea and wanted us to start right away, 
which was a few weeks after our school 
had started. We had a meeting with him 
and we talked about how we would put 
the signs together, where we would put 
them, on what days and where the sup-
plies would come from.

We had four designs, fonts and 
colors, for our birthday signs. Our PTA 
was generous enough to provide us with 
paper, colored ink and ribbons. The staff 
members of our school were also very 
generous and donated other miscella-
neous items. The office secretaries gave 
us a list of everyone’s birthdays for each 
month along with that person’s grade 
and locker number.

We then gave the office a message 
to put on the announcements stating 
that we were a club and would want all 
the help that we could get. Our first two 
meetings were informational like what 
the club was, meeting dates, how to set 
up the signs, and why we decided to start 
the club. The members of the club were 

recruited to help us every Friday and 
Wednesday after school, so long as they 
had no other conflicts.

After a few meetings, we started 
to have assigned jobs. There was one 
person taping ribbons, taping the back 
of the signs, writing the locker number 
and grade on the back of the signs, curl-
ing ribbons, and placing the signs on 
the correlating lockers. When there was 
an abundance of signs, we all pitched 
in to help put the signs on the lockers. 
We were a small but mighty team. We 
worked hard and even when we had 
many birthdays, our team was done in 
less than 20 minutes. 

When we decorated the lockers, we 
saw the effects. The decorating made 
sure that every student felt included and 
welcome in our school, as well as starting 
their birthday off right! Staff members 
complimented what we were doing, as 
well as parents. They always tell us what a 
good idea it is to make sure that everyone 
feels special on their birthday, as well as 
included. We all enjoy giving our peers 
the joy and appreciation that they all 
deserve.

Even though we’re moving on to 
high school this year, we believe that the 
club will continue at Bay Middle School 
– but COVID-19 could affect the plans. 

BMS students start birthday club

Clara Lang tapes a birthday sign 
to a student’s locker at Bay Middle 
School.

A 1927 Hopkins Plat Book showing 
the property at 2404 Dover Center 
Road, two houses north of the 
Bassett Road intersection.
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PLEASE PROOFREAD.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and  
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY 
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James 
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145 
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636  
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MICHAEL A. BENTLEY
Vice President, Investments

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Personal In-Home Pet Care
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable prices for all services

• Meals, walks, medication

• Plus personal play time /
  special requests

• All in the surroundings 
  of your home
20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com
440-823-9159
Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

HOT DIGGITY D   G

     THREE-O-FIVE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Three-O-Five
Animal Hospital

HOT DIGGITY D   G, INC.
“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Owner Nancy Brown 
and Montana

We need your help
Since 2009 the Observer has strived to fulfill our founding mission – to strengthen our 

community by informing and engaging Westlake and Bay Village residents. 
Times are tough, and the pandemic has presented an added challenge at a time when 

emotional connection and togetherness matter so much.
Please help us continue to provide a free medium where the community can share news, 

share stories and share laughs.
If you’d like to keep the Observer serving the community, please send a cash or check 

donation along with the form below. Donations may also be made by credit card at 
wbvobserver.com. All supporters will be recognized in future editions of the Observer.

I’d like to help support the Observer!

First Name     Last Name

 Check this box if you do not want your name included in a list of donors.

Donation Amount: 

 $5         $10         $25         $50         Other: $

Please make checks payable to WBV Observer and
 MAIL TO: 451 Queenswood Drive, Bay Village, OH 44140

The Observer is an independent, community owned publication. Please note that charitable contributions 
are gratefully accepted but not tax-deductible. For questions about donating or more information on how to 
get involved, contact publishers Denny Wendell or Tara Wendell at 440-409-0114, staff@wbvobserver.com.
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by WENDY HANNA

The Stickney Family Honeybee Exhibit 
has always been a popular one at 
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center. 

A highlight is a hive framed in glass found 
inside the halls of the Center. Guests of all 
ages can get up close and peer into the heart 
of an active beehive. Regular visitors have 
watched this hive grow and strengthen over 
the past several years.

The exhibit also includes another hive 
located in the interior courtyard. With the help 
of beekeeper Scott Danniger, these hives have 
become extremely active and are thriving. 

Mr. Danniger anticipates that this 
is the first year honey will be able to be 
extracted from these outdoor hives. While 
the bees produced honey last year, it 
remained in the hives to strengthen and 

encourage the growth 
of the community.

Lake Erie Nature 
& Science Center is offering a free 
event when the honey 

Hives thrive at Lake Erie Nature & Science Center

Bay Village Scout Troop celebrates 50 years

Nearly 150 Boy Scouts, family members and alumni from Bay Village Troop 41 gathered for a 50th anniversary reunion picnic on Aug. 9. See story inside, page 4.

Westlake’s Corporate 
Challenge spurs 
friendly competition

by JIM DISPIRITO

The City of Westlake recently wrapped up 
its annual Corporate Challenge, a week of 
sports, games and contests pitting Westlake 

companies against one another, all in good fun. Now 
in its eighth year, the challenge is organized by the 
Westlake recreation department.

Alego Health, Applied Companies, Echo Health, 
Equity Trust, Q-Lab, Rae-Ann Suburban, Western 
Enterprises and the City of Westlake participated 
in the weeklong competition. Twenty-six different 
events including cupcake decorating, sand volleyball, 
golf, 5K relay, bowling and cardboard boat races 
were held at various venues throughout the city. The 
championship trophy went to Q-Lab, an international 
provider of material durability testing with corporate 

Joe Paoletto of Allegro Health competes in 
the 8-ball tournament event of the Westlake 
Corporate Challenge at Buckeye Lanes.

 » See BEEHIVES page 2

Westlake holds annual gala for gardeners
by TARA WENDELL

Westlake was all abloom again this 
summer as gardeners across the city 
took to the soil in hopes of winning 

the annual planting contest. Westlake in Bloom, 
the community beautification program that 
began with planting day on May 17, concluded 
Aug. 13 with an awards ceremony at LaCentre.

More than 300 entrants competed in 23 
categories, varying in scale from expansive 
business landscaping all the way down to resi-
dential window box gardens. As in years past, 
the judging panel included master gardeners, 
a past Bloom winner and a couple of amateur 
gardeners. Plaques were awarded for the top 
three finishers in each category, with the first-
place winners receiving $25 gift certificates to 
one of Westlake’s four garden centers.

 » See WESTLAKE IN BLOOM page 9

Stuart Morris of Lakewood holds his 18-month-old son, 
Elliott, to get a close-up view of the beehive inside the Lake 
Erie Nature and Science Center.
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Dover Congregational Church won best of the Hilliard flower 
boxes. See a list of all Westlake in Bloom winners, page 9.
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in the weeklong competition. Twenty-six different 
events including cupcake decorating, sand volleyball, 
golf, 5K relay, bowling and cardboard boat races 
were held at various venues throughout the city. The 
championship trophy went to Q-Lab, an international 
provider of material durability testing with corporate 

Joe Paoletto of Allegro Health competes in 
the 8-ball tournament event of the Westlake 
Corporate Challenge at Buckeye Lanes.

 » See BEEHIVES page 2

Westlake holds annual gala for gardeners
by TARA WENDELL

Westlake was all abloom again this 
summer as gardeners across the city 
took to the soil in hopes of winning 

the annual planting contest. Westlake in Bloom, 
the community beautification program that 
began with planting day on May 17, concluded 
Aug. 13 with an awards ceremony at LaCentre.

More than 300 entrants competed in 23 
categories, varying in scale from expansive 
business landscaping all the way down to resi-
dential window box gardens. As in years past, 
the judging panel included master gardeners, 
a past Bloom winner and a couple of amateur 
gardeners. Plaques were awarded for the top 
three finishers in each category, with the first-
place winners receiving $25 gift certificates to 
one of Westlake’s four garden centers.

 » See WESTLAKE IN BLOOM page 9

Stuart Morris of Lakewood holds his 18-month-old son, 
Elliott, to get a close-up view of the beehive inside the Lake 
Erie Nature and Science Center.
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Dover Congregational Church won best of the Hilliard flower 
boxes. See a list of all Westlake in Bloom winners, page 9.

by KIM BONVISSUTO

The Westlake High School 
Technology & Engineer-
ing (T & E) Department 

was selected for the state’s best 
project during the Ohio Tech-
nology & Engineering Educators 

Association (OTEEA) state con-
ference school exhibits competi-
tion, held April 6 in the Buckeye 
Building of the Ohio Expo Center 
in Columbus. The event was held 
in conjunction with the growing 
MakerX festival.

Students of the Westlake High 

School T & E Department garnered 
two state champion titles for their 
Best of Show awards in two dif-
ferent technology categories, and 
added the prestigious Zupancic 
award as well as a Best of Show 
runner-up award. 
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The Observer – Dedicated to the ideal 
that volunteers define a community.

 » See TECHNOLOGY page 2

Ethan Simon, Connor Reis, Robert Fulop and Austin Loosli won a state title for their “Multi-Unit 
Townhouse” model home design at the OTEEA competition in Columbus.

WHS students win state champion 
titles for technology projects

 » See GIRL SCOUTS page 14

by DIANA PI, M.D.

Years ago, Jim, age 50, had 
back surgery. Two lumbar 
vertebrae fused, screws 

placed. Two weeks ago, severe back 
pain shot down his left knee, knocked 
him to the floor, curled him into a 
fetal position.

He’s been to the ER five times. 
Doctors think it’s his hip, groin or 
back. He’s frustrated. Last night, for 
his pain, he bought a jar of CBD 
(cannabidiol) cream from his mas-
seuse. “This stuff’s flying off the 
shelf,” she told him.
What’s CBD oil?

Marijuana plants 
contain hundreds of 
chemicals. The two 
big stars: CBD and 
THC (tetrahydrocan-
nabinol). CBD does not produce a “high,” unlike THC.

CBD oil: Truth and hope 
about a cannabis product

THE MEDICAL INSIDER

CBD oil is available online 
and at many retail locations.

by ELAINE WILLIS

Westlake resident 
Deb Myers 
received the 

2019 Myrna Chelko Vol-
unteer Award from West-
lake Porter Public Library 
at a volunteer recognition 
event on March 31.

A Reception Desk 
volunteer since 2002, 
Myers is one of the first 
“faces of the library” that 
visitors see when entering 
the building. Because of 
her longevity as a volun-
teer, Myers is known for 
her knowledge about the library and her resulting 
ability to assist patrons. She also volunteers for the 
Friends of Porter Public Library’s annual Big Book Sale 

as well as at the Ice 
Cream Social. She 
has given close to 
2,500 hours of ser-
vice to the library.

Myrna Chelko 
was a long-time 
library volunteer 
who was known 
for her dedication 
to the library and 
her hard work. She 
helped found the 
Friends of Porter 
Public Library 
and her many 
volunteer services 
include being an 

officer of that group and a library board member. 
Myrna exemplified the volunteer spirit, which is why 
the award was created in her name. 

Myers receives Porter Library volunteer award

 » See CBD page 4

Porter Library Board President Elizabeth Sheehe 
(center) and Library Director Andrew Mangels (right) 
honored volunteer Deb Myers (left) with the library's 
annual Myrna Chelko Volunteer Award at a recent 
volunteer recognition event. 
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A makeshift dam diverts the Sperry Creek into pipes 
under Queenswood Drive as the bridge above is 

demolished. Since this April 9 photo, the old bridge 
structure in Bay Village has been completely removed.
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Queenswood Drive        
bridge replacement
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 » See RELAY page 6

by ERIC EAKIN

The Bay Days fireworks fun-
draising team has added 
a second raffle prize: four 

tickets to the Wednesday, Aug. 
13, Cleveland Indians game and 
the once-in-a-lifetime opportu-
nity to throw out the ceremonial 
first pitch.

Anyone who has already purchased a raffle 
ticket for the suite for 16 persons at the Friday, Aug. 22, Indians game 
offered by the group is automatically eligible to win this additional prize.

The Aug. 22 Indians package includes a suite for 16 persons with food 
and soft drinks, four parking passes and the opportunity for four persons 
to view the fireworks display from the visitors’ dugout.

The Aug. 13 Indians prize includes four seats to a game versus the 
Arizona Diamondbacks and the ceremonial first pitch. The first 10,000 
persons to that game also receive a pair of aviator sunglasses, courtesy 
of SportstimeOhio.

The winning tickets will be drawn at Bay Days on the Fourth of July.
Tickets for either prize are $25 each or five for $100. All proceeds help 

to fund the Bay Days fireworks display, which is now privately funded.
Call 216-386-5997 or email ericjeakin@gmail.com to purchase tickets 

or for more information, or fill out the form on page 16 of this issue. 

First-pitch prize added 
to Bay fireworks raffle

CEREMONIAL 
FIRST PITCH
CEREMONIAL 

FIRST PITCH

Event organizer Amy Brediger, in blue, walks a lap at Westlake High during Relay for Life on 
May 31 with, from left, Jackie Ferguson, cancer survivor Missy Johnson, and Maureen Rote.

by PIXIE EMERSON

BAYarts will be 
marking the 
60 anniversa-

ry of the Sam Shep-
pard trial this year 
with a gallery exhibit 
and related events 
beginning Aug. 8.

T h e  h o u s e 
where Dr. Shep-
pard was arrested is 
BAYarts’ own Fuller 
House, which was 
located in what is 
now Cashelmara at 
the time of his arrest. 
A celebrity in its own 
right, the 122-year-
old Fuller House became international 
news 30 years later when it was moved 
to its current location on BAYarts 
campus via a barge on Lake Erie.

BAYarts will host an informal gath-
ering on Aug. 13 on the Fuller House 
porch to piece together your personal 
memories of the people and the events. 
The gallery exhibit: “A Strange Holiday: 
An Aesthetic Examination of the Sam 
Sheppard Case” will open Friday, Aug. 
8, 7-9 p.m. and run through Sept. 27 in 
the Sullivan Family Gallery.

Got a story or tip? Send it to       
fullerhousestories@bayarts.net. 

Tell BAYarts your Sam Sheppard 
or Fuller House story

In 1984, the Fuller House was floated by 
barge to its new location on the BAYarts 
campus. Dr. Sheppard was arrested July 30, 
1954, on the front porch of this, his parent’s 
home, and charged with the murder of his 
wife, Marilyn.

by KIM BONVISSUTO

When Dennis Sullivan’s seventh-grad-
ers at Lee Burneson Middle School 
learned that they had won the Leu-

kemia & Lymphoma Society’s Pasta for Pennies 
contest at the school, they made a startling 
request.

The students asked that the Olive Garden 
lunch they had won for their classroom be 
donated to the Ronald McDonald House, a 
home-away-from home for families of children 
being treated at Cleveland-area hospitals. Lunch 
was delivered to those families on May 29.

“Many families on our team are currently 
personally affected by cancer,” said Sullivan, 
seventh-grade social studies teacher and 

middle school athletic director. “The most 
incredible act was to donate the motivational 
lunch back to the hospital. I am extremely 
proud of all the kids in my homeroom.”

The Pasta for Pennies program encourages 
students to collect spare change over a three-
week period. Lee Burneson Middle School 
donated a collective $3,844.55 – the ninth high-
est amount raised out of 466 Northeast Ohio 
schools that participated in the fundraiser. Sul-
livan’s class collected $504.04.

“I can’t begin to express how incredibly 
grateful the parents and staff were to receive 
a wonderful meal,” said Kerri Peterson-Davis, 
campaign manager for school and youth pro-
grams at the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society-
Northern Ohio Chapter. “Please express to 
your students that not only are they making 
a difference in the lives 
of those fighting blood 
cancer, but also the 
lives of people who 
are currently spending 
hours in a hospital as 

LBMS class 
donates prize 
back to charity

by AMY BREDIGER

Well we did it – and we couldn’t have had 
nicer weather or better people to sup-
port our cause! The Westshore Relay is 

over but I am still smiling from the overwhelming 
love that was felt by all. 

Our event was a great success, coming in 
almost $10,000 over our original goal and still 
going. We have team fundraisers scheduled over 
the summer and a few donations that will not 

be released until July.  I consider this a huge 
achievement and sincerely appreciate everyone 
who helped make it happen.

I found myself crying as I announced the 
amount of money raised, $36,000 so far, to the 
crowd Sunday morning. I know how much work 
we all put into this event and it was heartwarm-
ing to have it pay off. I took on this Relay three 
years ago when it was down and out, and now 
we are breathing new life into it together. 

A wedding photo of Marilyn 
and Sam Sheppard.
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United in fight against cancer
Relay for Life surpasses fundraising goal

by EILEEN VERNON

In celebration of its 20th year, The Bay 
Village Foundation voted last month to 
approve two major projects. Trustees 

voted to make an anniversary gift to the 
families of Bay Village by refurbishing and 
adding new features to the Play in Bay play-
ground in Cahoon Memorial Park.

Twenty years ago, Bay Village City 
Council set up a private fund to help two 

groups of volunteers that were raising 
funds for the Play in Bay playground and 
for the expansion of the Bay Way Cabin. 
Council President T. Richard Martin sug-
gested that a separate fund be set up to act 
as a private account to hold the incoming 
funds during the drives. The new fund was 
called The Future of Bay.

Both groups succeeded in their goals 
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Bay Village Foundation plans 
anniversary gift to residents

The Bay Village Foundation will add new features, replace worn materials 
and enhance the safety of the Play in Bay playground as a gift to residents in 
celebration of the group’s 20th anniversary.

More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   

Our community’s favorite newspaper, 
written by the residents of Westlake & Bay Village./wbvobserver

 » See PLAY IN BAY page 2

The Westlake Fire Department received 
two awards at the July 2 Westlake City 
Council meeting.

The first, presented by the American 
Heart Association, was the organization’s Mis-
sion Lifeline Silver Award, which recognized 
the Westlake Fire Department’s high standard 
of cardiac care and transport of patients suf-
fering from a STEMI, a severe heart attack 
that requires urgent treatment to prevent 
death. Of the 1,400 agencies in the state that 
provide emergency services, only 51 received 
the award.

The second award was a recognition from 
St. John Medical Center for excellent care of 
cardiovascular patients for the year 2014. 
 

Pictured left to right: Alexander Kuhn (American Heart Association), Chief James Hughes, firefighter Nick Dangel, 
firefighter Paul Carroll,  firefighter Tyler Kelly, Asst. Chief Mike Freeman, firefighter Eric Szytec, Capt. Russ Hetman, 
firefighter John Kish, firefighter Glen Netkowicz, Lt. Doug Vasi, Linda Owen (St. John Medical Center, manager of 
cardiovascular services) and Bill Young (St. John Medical Center CEO).

Westlake firefighters 
honored with two awards
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by LOUISE SEEHOLZER

The opportunity for artists 
to display their work in the 
Community of Fine Arts 

Show for the month of August pro-
vides exposure of their work for sale 
and a possibility of prize money. But 
registration for the 2015 COFA, a 
juried art show, which the Westlake-
Westshore Arts Council founded 16 
years ago, has a July 13 deadline for art 
work submission.

The W-WAC accepts works for 
the COFA from amateur/semi-profes-
sionals, 18 years or older, and in five 
categories: Oil/Acrylic; Watercolor; 
Drawing/Pen & Ink; Charcoal/Pastel; 
and Photography.

The 16th edition of COFA will take 
place August 3 through 29 at Westlake 

Porter Public Library, which has gra-
ciously hosted the event for the past 
several years. 

Details of how works are submitted 
for possible entry, fees, prizes and other 
pertinent information are outlined on 
the entry form, which is available online 
at w-wac.org. For more information 
contact Robert Pearl at 440-554-7522 or 
email at robrtpearl@aol.com. 

Rewarding invitation for artists

Polly Barrett’s watercolor, “A Wild Ride,” 
was exhibited in the 2014 COFA.

by CONDA BOYD

The Bay Village City Hall micro-
phone project moved another 
step closer to completion at City 

Council’s June 29 meeting, when Claire 
Banasiak, chair of LWV-Greater Cleve-
land’s Bay Village chapter, presented a 
check for $10,000 to Council President 
Paul Koomar. The total cost of the proj-
ect, which is expected to be completed 
by early fall, is estimated at $16,000.

High-quality microphones will be 
purchased for Council chambers and 
for the conference room where com-
mittee meetings are held. 

As noted in the LWV’s presenta-
tion letter, by accepting the gift, the 
City agrees to install and maintain the 
system and to “record all open meet-
ings and make recordings available to 
the public at no charge through the 
city web site for both listening and 
download.”

Since May 18, Council has been 
posting its meeting recordings to the 
web. However, the sound quality is 
poor. Superior pickups will produce 
clearer recordings – and speakers 
installed in Council chambers will 

Loud and clear 
from city hall

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

 » See MICROPHONES page 2

by KAREN DERBY

The U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency 
(EPA) has awarded 

Bay High School the Energy 
Star Building label, 
recognizing the 
school as one of the 
most energy effi-
cient K-12 school 
facilities in the 
United States.

Bay High earned a 
score of 96 on the 100-
point scale, far exceeding 
the required score of 75 in 
the rigorous examination of 
energy efficiency.

“You are not just saving 
energy and money with your 
investments in efficiency,” 
said Ted Bedell of Gardiner, 
the district’s partner in iden-
tifying and implementing 
energy conservation strate-
gies. “You are reducing your 
carbon footprint to the ben-
efit of our environment.”

by NELSON BLOUNT

“Let my heart be broken 
with the things that 
break the heart of 

God.” These words by Bob 
Pierce, who in 1970 was presi-
dent of Youth for Christ, were 
written after visiting children 
suffering in Korea. His mission 

for this organization was “to 
meet emergency needs in crisis 
areas through existing evan-
gelical mission agencies and 
national churches.” Since 1993 
the leadership of Samaritan’s 
Purse (Franklin Graham) have 
delivered more than 124 million 
gift-filled shoeboxes. There are 
500,000 volunteers worldwide.

Today, some 46 years later, 
Operation Christmas Child con-
tinues to make a difference in 
the lives of children through-
out the world. This year six 
unreached groups of people will 
be the recipients of shoeboxes 
filled with toys and other items 
for the first time along with 
shoeboxes being delivered to 
over 100 countries. There are so 
many millions of children in our 
world who have never received 
a gift of any kind, much less a 
shoebox filled with gifts.

The Observer takes pride in the community ... 
and the community takes pride in the Observer.
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More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   /wbvobserver

CELEBRATING 8 YEARS OF CITIZEN JOURNALISM

Bay Village 
cracks down on 
dogs at large
by DENNIS DRISCOLL

To establish an effective remedy to address a serious 
initial dog attack as occurred this past summer, 
the Bay Village City Council revised ordinance 

section 505.01 regarding animals running at large. While 
the revised ordinance has the same running-at-large pro-
hibitions as the prior ordinance, the revised ordinance 
has escalating penalties which provides Bay Village with 
broad authority to deter a future dog attack.

The running-at-large restrictions prohibit the owner 
of a dog, cat or other animal from allowing the animal to 
remain upon any public street or on any city park except 
under the reasonable control of a responsible person. 
The ordinance further requires that, while on private 
property, the animal be contained on the private prop-
erty and not allowed to cross outside the property line.

Under the revised ordinance, upon an owner’s 
first violation of this ordinance, the owner is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor and can be fined up to $150.

 » See DOGS page 2

Westlake church launches 
Operation Christmas Child

 » See CHILD page 2

Getting a scary makeover

Make-up artist Katie Lane transforms Arabella into a vampire 
as she teaches Halloween face-painting tricks to teens during 
a workshop at the Bay Village branch library on Oct. 12.

WHS senior 
selected as best  
jazz drummer

Westlake High School 
senior Jeremy McCabe 

was selected to perform in the 
All-State Jazz Band at the Ohio 
Music Educators Conference in 
Cleveland the week of Feb. 1-4, 
2017. Jeremy submitted his audi-
tion this spring and was selected 
as the only drummer in the band. 
Students from all over Ohio sub-
mitted audition recordings for 
this prestigious honor. 

Bay High saving energy, 
dollars and environment

 » See ENERGY page 4

The Fall Fairy and a juggler at Westlake’s Fall Festival & Pumpkin Hunt entertain a long line of families 
waiting to select from over 400 pumpkins at the pumpkin patch. More than 1,000 people attended the 
event featuring free hayrides, balloon artists and treats. See more: wbvobserver.com/photoblogs.
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Fall
Festival
Fun

by CAITLYN HARTZELL, 
ADDISON MEAUX, ABBIE 
DENT and PHOEBE 
SUTHERLAND

This is the first in a series of 
three articles from members 
of Explorer Club 360 on the 
health of Porter 
Creek, a stream 
that flows through 
Westlake and Bay 
Village, exiting at 
Huntington Beach 
into Lake Erie.

Our concern 
regarding 
the creek 

came from a study 
conducted by the 
Cuyahoga County 
Health Depart-
ment as reported 
in their June 30, 

2014, “A Holistic Watershed 
Approach to Health at Hun-
tington Beach.”

In summary the report 
stated that E. coli from Porter 
Creek was responsible for 
closing the beach for 10-20 
percent of the swimming 

season. Our assignment was 
to do a visual assessment of 
the creek, observing the pres-
ence of physical debris, foam, 
wildlife, bank erosion and the 
water characteristics such as 
flow, turbidity and clarity. 

by TARA WENDELL

Westlake Mayor Dennis 
Clough gave his 33rd 
annual State of the 

City address to members of 
the business community at the 
March 13 West Shore Chamber 
of Commerce luncheon. The 
annual presentation highlights 
the work of the city’s depart-
ments over the previous year, 
offers a snapshot of the city’s 
finances and provides a look at 
upcoming projects.

Westlake’s healthy budget 
and strong, diverse tax base allow 
the city to provide a high level of 
service and many community 
improvements. Business incen-
tives entice large companies to 
locate and remain in Westlake.

“We do pride ourselves on 
the relationship we have devel-
oped with the business commu-
nity,” Clough said. “To tell you 
that the city of Westlake contin-
ues to grow is often an under-
statement.”

Thir ty-s ix  businesses 
opened, expanded or relocated 

within Westlake during 2017, 
totaling more than 156,000 
square feet of retail space and 
65,000 square feet of industrial 
space. Commercial and residen-
tial construction combined gen-
erated a total investment in the 
city of more than $100 million 
over the last year.

The Observer takes pride in the community ... 
and the community takes pride in the Observer.

FREE
FREE TO READ!
FREE TO WRITE!
Submit your story
online by March 30
at wbvobserver.com

More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   /wbvobserver
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 » See CLOUGH page 2
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Westlake Rain & Garden 
Show will explore ways 
to protect watershed

 » See GARDEN SHOW page 2

 » See EXPLORER page 2

Mayor Clough addresses 
the state of Westlake

Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough 
speaks to members of the West 
Shore Chamber on March 13.
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by MICHAELA KEKEDY

“Protecting Our Future” 
is this year’s theme for 
the City of Westlake’s 

Rain and Garden Show, which will 
be held at Crocker Park’s Market 
Square on Saturday, March 24, from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The event is free 
and open to the public.

“The use of sustainable prac-
tices and conservation throughout 
our watershed helps protect our 
future,” said Robert Kelly, director 
of the Westlake Engineering Depart-
ment. “We bring local vendors and 
organizations together at this fami-
ly-friendly event, appealing to both 
adults and children to make it easier 
to learn how to help keep our local 
waterways clean and sustainable.”

The city of Westlake’s storm 
drainage watershed consists of 
seven major streams and creeks that 
eventually discharge to Lake Erie: 
Cahoon, Porter, Schwartz, Sperry, 
Wilhelmy, Wischmeyer and Wolf. 
These creeks have about 150 miles 
of storm sewers that collect rain 
from developed areas like parking 
lots, roadways and buildings.

“Lake Erie is our sole source 
of drinking water and a vital rec-
reational and economic resource 
for the region,” said Wesley Davis, 
civil engineer for the city’s Engi-
neering Department. “People can 
take simple steps to help minimize 
debris, fertilizers, chemicals and 
other contaminants from entering 
the watershed.”

Explorer Club 360: Visual 
assessment of Porter Creek

Bay Village middle schoolers Caitlyn, Abbie, Addison and Phoebe 
study a Porter Creek watershed map.

Hundreds of Bay High School students participated in the National School Walkout on 
March 14, observing 17 minutes of silent reflection in remembrance of the lives lost in the 
Parkland, Florida, school shooting, and to show their support for other schools that have 
undergone similar tragedies. The walkout was entirely student led and organized. Students 
worked with the school administration which supported the showing of student activism. 
Pictured are Julia Martin, holding a sign, and event organizer Danielle Cooke. See more 
photos of the event by Bay High student photographer Connor Starowesky on page  4.

17 minutes of silence

Evelyn Allen
Bay Village Garden Club

John Biesterfeldt
Jeffrey D. Bing

The Bing Family
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Judy Brody
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Thank you to our 
supportive readers who 

have donated to help 
keep the Observer’s 

presses rolling!

Thank
 You!
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by GIOVANNI PALMIERO

I lived in a house on West 127th Street 
in Cleveland for 31 years. One day a former 
neighbor drove past and saw me outside 
doing yardwork. “You’re still here?” she 
shouted. “Laurie,” I replied, “they’ll prob-
ably take me out of here in a pine box.”

Well, life has a way of throwing you 

curve balls. Maybe not as wicked as Shane 
Bieber’s tosses, but life-changing at least. 
In 2011, my wife and I bought a home in 
Westlake. We stay in the in-law suite, while 
my daughter, her husband and five children 
have the other four bedrooms.

Our little community is quite charm-
ing. I meet people mostly while walking 
my dogs. I’ve yet to meet a neighbor who 
is not a fine fellow. Cleveland was nice but 
I will say Westlake people have better taste 
in dogs. Our last 10 years or so in Cleveland 
could be characterized as the Pit Bull Era.

The highlight of our nine years now 
in Westlake had to be the Fourth of July 
parade in 2017. My eldest grandson joined 

the U.S. Navy and the city hung his picture 
from a lamppost at Dover and Hilliard. It 
sure made driving past there a pleasure. 
That summer the City called and asked if 
we were interested in marching in the July 
4th parade. We accepted and with 11 people 
showing up our family marched. People 
clapped for us. As an Army vet it was a very 
moving experience and I must thank Mayor 
Clough.

But all is not wine and roses in sub-
urbia. I have a bone to pick with my new 
compatriots. I do a lot of walking to try to 
stave off the ravages of Father Time. From 
my house to Huntington Beach is 2.5 miles. 
Thus a walk there and back is a nice, even 5 

miles. As the weather has improved I’ve had 
to share the sidewalk with more and more 
bicycle riders.

Here’s my rant: Please equip your bikes 
with a buzzer, bell, horn, anything to alert 
me that you are coming up behind me. I 
try to stay to one side or the other of the 
sidewalk but I am on Medicare. I may be off 
into a daydream of when I had hair and not 
stay completely straight. Then your stealth 
appearance behind me startles me back 
to reality.

I’ve been able to handle those abrupt 
surprises so far but as I age in this commu-
nity I’d hate to have to test the emergency 
response time of the city’s paramedics. 

Bicyclists, ring 
your bell

READER'S OPINION
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